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Rapid Tools™ Wins Award for Business Excellence
Burlington Chamber of Commerce recognizes Canadian
manufacturer for innovation, unique products and worldwide reach.
Burlington, Ontario, May 7, 2009 – It was a busy week for Simon and Bernadette Medhurst, the principals behind Rapid Tools. Less than a day after they celebrated winning the top new product honour at the National Hardware Show in Las Vegas, they were on a redeye to Canada to attend the 2009 Burlington Chamber of Commerce Business Awards Gala. The trip proved to be worth the trouble, how​ever, as Rapid Tools was awarded the trophy for Small Business Excellence.

The finalists are announced in advance, but award winners are
kept secret until the Gala, which about 400 people attended on 7
May at the Burlington Convention Centre. The Gala is the
Chamber’s largest annual event, hosting business and industry
leaders from throughout the area to celebrate business excellence
in several categories. Winners are named after a rigorous selection
and vetting process by the Business Awards Task Force.
In presenting the awards, Chamber Chairman Francis Mackan
noted that winners, including Rapid Tools, demonstrated excel-
lence in business leadership, community contributions, entrepre-
neurship, employee welfare, innovation and growth.



Rapid Tools’ Founder and President Simon Medhurst, second from the left, and Vice-President Bernadette Medhurst are pictured above accepting the award from Chairman Mackan (far left) and Peter John VanDyk, Chair Business Awards Task Force. “Rapid Tools truly is a made-in-Burlington story,” said Mackan. “The Medhursts started out from their home office in Burlington and developed new and unique utility knife blade products. Their product lines are sold in North America at Canadian Tire, Home Hardware, Lowe’s, Ace Hardware and True Value; and their products are sold as store brand names around the world.”
“The Chamber was faced with some very tough decisions to pick winners this year,” said Mackan. “We had several extremely impressive organizations that were nominated. We have so many excep​tional businesses operating in Burlington that it becomes increasingly difficult to single out a winner.” Awards were given in six categories, plus a Heritage award. For complete details visit the Burlington Chamber web site.
About Rapid Tools – Rapid Tools™, based in Burlington, Ontario, was established in 2002 with the mission of improving commonly used hand tools through innovation, advanced design and superior engineering. It is a divi​sion of Siber Holdings, created by Simon and Bernadette Medhurst, a privately owned corporation that has been in existence for 15 years. Rapid Tools designs and manufac​tures a complete line of high-quality utility knives and knife blades. The foundation of the com​pany is their patented, long-lasting Rapid Edge® knife blade that fea​tures a serrated edge and multiple cutting surfaces. Available only from Rapid Tools, Rapid Edge blades cut better and last longer than any other blade, and will fit in standard utility knives. Rapid Tools knives and blades are avail​able at the leading home improvement retailers in Canada and the United States. For more information about Rapid Tools and their products, call 1-905-336-0553 or visit www.rapidtools.net.

###
3218 Rainbow Court, Burlington, ON, Canada L7M2T8 | 905-336-0553 | Fax: 905-336-9303 | www.rapidtools.net

3218 Rainbow Court, Burlington, ON, Canada L7M2T8 | 905-336-0553 | Fax: 905-336-9303 | www.rapidtools.net


